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First Annual General Meeting of Welsh Labour Grassroots:

Saturday 23 October 2004, Guildhall, Swansea, 11.00 a.m - 4.00 p.m.
 DEEPENING THE ‘CLEAR RED WATER’ 

Speakers: MARTIN CATON MP* ● FRAN GRIFFITHS Welsh Labour Executive ● JOHN GRIFFITHS AM Assembly Deputy Health Minister ● JOHN McDONNELL MP Chair, Socialist Campaign Group ● DAI MORRIS Welsh Labour Executive ● STEVIE STEVENSON T&G [*invited]

Across Britain, the Labour Party is in turmoil. We are living through the longest ever unbroken period of Labour Government, yet many of that government’s policies have dismayed party members and supporters. Tony Blair has taken Britain into an unjustified US-led war of aggression, provoking the biggest demonstrations in history. At the same time, the gap between rich and poor has continued to increase, the government has undermined the foundations of the welfare state that our party established, by pursuing policies such as PFI and foundation hospitals, and it has restricted free and universal access to education through variable university ‘top-up’ fees.  
Welsh Labour and New Labour

The government has, however, introduced some positive and progressive changes – and among these has been the creation of the Welsh Assembly and Scottish Parliament. As well as representing an important democratic advance in itself, devolution has allowed Wales to choose a government whose policies are more in keeping with the traditions of the Labour movement. Our Assembly Government has defended comprehensive education against selection and scrapped league tables and SATs. It has largely abandoned PFI, rejected foundation hospitals and top-up fees, and made a whole range of important public services free at the point of delivery, from bus travel for pensioners and the disabled, to access to museums and galleries. NHS prescriptions will soon follow.  
Rhodri Morgan summed all this up December 2002, by saying that his Government was putting ‘clear red water’ between Wales and Westminster. The popularity of this approach in Labour’s heartlands helped it to secure a second term in office in last year’s Assembly elections.
A socialist agenda

In rejecting New Labour’s reverence for the market and attempting to restore traditional Labour values to the heart of policy-making, Rhodri deserves the support of all socialists in the Welsh Labour Party. The Assembly Government’s policies to date should, however, be seen as a first step towards solving Wales’ problems. An even bolder socialist policy agenda will be necessary to get to grips with the chronic problems of poverty and inequality, social injustice and economic stagnation. Our Assembly Government should be prepared to use its powers to the full and to press the British Government to act where those powers are inadequate. 
Debate and democracy
The Welsh Labour leadership is also open to criticism in some respects. In the build-up to the war on Iraq, the leadership was silent and the Welsh party conference was prevented from even discussing the issue. More recently, the handling of our response to the Richard Commission report betrays a fear that open differences of opinion within the party will make us appear divided. Yet, open and comradely debate is the best guarantee of a healthy, democratic party – the kind of party Rhodri will need behind him if he is to continue to pursue policies that diverge from those of the Blair Government. 
Welsh Labour Grassroots seeks to bring together the left and centre-left within Welsh Labour, to promote a socialist policy agenda and to help rejuvenate party democracy.
WELSH LABOUR GRASSROOTS is a recently established network of Labour Party and trade union activists in Wales. We stand for: Publicly owned, democratically accountable public services, in place of privatisation● Closing the gap between rich and poor and restoring the link between pensions and earnings ● Universal access to education – restoration of the full student grant ● International peace and justice – opposition to U.S. aggression ● Opposition to racism and the far right – solidarity with minority ethnic communities, defence of asylum seekers, and no platform for fascists ● Defence and extension of party democracy – for conference sovereignty, democratic control by members, and the full representation of women, and black and Asian people, at every level of the party ● Defending and strengthening the link with the trade unions, and extending rights at work.

Contact us c/o Darren Williams, 2 Wellington Mews, Wellington Street, Cardiff CF11 9BE, tel. 029 20 221943, email: dazza1970@tiscali.co.uk

