Welsh Labour Grassroots

Gwreiddiau Llafur Cymru
WORK FOR A THIRD TERM
- but fight for socialist policies!
The opinion polls indicate that Labour is poised to win a historic third term in office. Yet the Labour leadership is having to badger members go out campaigning, membership is in freefall, meetings are inquorate, and branches are having to merge. Why? Tony Blair’s Government has taken part in an illegal US-led war of aggression, provoking the biggest demonstrations in history. It is mounting an unprecedented attack on civil liberties and vies with the Tories to promote ever more draconian measures against asylum seekers. It is undermining the foundations of the welfare state that our party established, by pursuing policies such as PFI and the introduction of foundation hospitals.  At the same time, members are frustrated that they have no real means of expressing their opposition to what is going on.

On the other hand, the Labour government has introduced a national minimum wage and tax credits to assist the low paid, improved rights at work, cut child poverty and introduced Scottish and Welsh devolution. And here in Wales, our Assembly Government has defended comprehensive education, rejected private management of schools, and has scrapped league tables and SATS tests. It has largely abandoned PFI, and rejected both foundation hospitals and university top-up fees. It has made a range of important public services free at the point of delivery, from bus travel for pensioners and the disabled, to access to museums and galleries. NHS prescription charges will be phased out by 2007.  

No left alternative to Labour 

But, while the policies pursued in Wales are more in keeping with the authentic Labour beliefs and values, members here are still voting with their feet. No matter how proud activists can be about some of the achievements of the Welsh Assembly Government, some issues just won’t go away. In Wales, as elsewhere in Britain, Labour activists are reluctant to fight an election in defence of the Iraq war and Tony Blair’s credibility. 

Yet there is no alternative to a Labour victory that offers the prospect of anything better. No other party presents a viable progressive option. The Lib Dems are opportunists who adopt ‘left’ policies when it suits them but would drop them just as quickly. Similarly, while there are some good people in Plaid Cymru, the party has joined the Tories to attack Welsh Labour’s progressive policies on health, for electoral advantage. Other parties - like Respect, Forward Wales and even the Greens - are too weak and marginal to offer a real challenge. Despite everything Blair has done, Labour remains the party of working people – the party to which the majority of trade unions remain affiliated, and the only real option for those committed to socialism and social justice.
Work for a Labour victory!

Moreover, the only alternative to a Labour Government at Westminster is a Tory one, and the people of Wales will need no reminder of how awful a prospect that is - the results of the devastation inflicted by Thatcher and Major are still with us. In addition, a Tory régime in Westminster would obstruct our Assembly government at every turn, preventing it from building on the progressive policies we have seen since 1999.
In the forthcoming election, Labour party members and supporters must work for a third Labour victory. There are plenty of positive achievements to Labour’s credit, which we can talk about on the doorstep. We should not make excuses for Iraq or PFI – instead, we should explain that the majority in the party oppose those policies and are working for a socialist alternative. Activists who cannot bring themselves to campaign for an MP who supported the war should go to another constituency and work for one of the many who rebelled.  

A socialist agenda

But once the election is out of the way, we must redouble our efforts to challenge the New Labour agenda that the leadership has publicly resolved to deepen and develop after the election. We must campaign tirelessly in the party for socialist policies – for public services provided by the public sector, funded by progressive taxation; for universal benefits and a restoration of the link between pensions and earnings; for repeal of the anti-union laws; for solidarity with refugees and asylum seekers, and opposition to all forms of racism and fascism; for an end to the occupation of Iraq and for an international policy based on peace and justice. 
Welsh Labour in the Assembly has shown that an alternative to Blairism can be viable and popular. We in Welsh Labour Grassroots are working to support that agenda, to take it still further and to help push the whole Labour party, across Britain, in a similar, progressive direction. We call on all real Labour supporters to help us bring this about. The alternative could be the end of our party as we have known it
WELSH LABOUR GRASSROOTS CONFERENCE FRINGE MEETING

Speakers: CHRISTINE CHAPMAN AM Assembly Deputy Minister for Education and Finance* ● NIA GRIFFITH Prospective parliamentary candidate for Llanelli* ● AMARJITE SINGH Wales Assembly Against Racism* ● STEVIE STEVENSON T&G* ● Chair: DAVID MORRIS (*speaking in personal capacity)
Friday March 18th 2005, 6.00 p.m.  Dolphin Hotel, Whitewalls, Swansea
Widen conference debate – support rule change!
At present, Welsh Labour conference can only discuss matters that are within the remit of the Assembly, yet non-devolved areas, such as pensions, benefits and asylum also affect people in Wales. We therefore support the rule change resolution submitted by Cardiff West, Swansea East and Carmarthen West & South Pembrokeshire CLPs:
Proposed change to rule 3.3 of the Welsh Labour Party’s standing orders/procedural rules:

‘After “National Assembly for Wales”, add new sub-clause (ii): “other matters, insofar as they affect Wales and its people and are not substantively addressed in National Policy Forum reports or ongoing consultations;” 

Re-number existing sub-clause (ii) as (iii).’

The full rule would then read: 

‘3.3 Affiliated organisations may submit one motion on a topic which is either not substantively addressed in the reports to Conference of either the WPF or WEC or which has arisen since the publication of those reports providing that all motions shall deal with either

(i) matters within the competence of the National Assembly for Wales; 

(ii) other matters, insofar as they affect Wales and its people and are not substantively addressed in National Policy Forum reports or ongoing consultations; or 

(iii) internal organisation and other administrative affairs of the Party in Wales.’ 
Strengthening public services

We also support the contemporary resolution from Conwy CLP on public services: 

Conference welcomes the Assembly Government’s consultation document, Making the Connections: Delivering Better Services for Wales. In particular, it welcomes the explicit rejection of the competitive model of public service organisation. It agrees that the best approach to public service in Wales is that which is based on co-ordination, co-operation and partnership and it commends the Welsh Labour leadership for choosing this path.

Conference further congratulates the Assembly Government on demonstrating its commitment to the democratic control of public services, by abolishing a number of ‘quangos’ and bringing their responsibilities under the direct control of the Assembly Government. 
Conference notes with concern, however, the statement that the Assembly Government will “actively pursue value for money opportunities that may arise via public-private partnerships.” Conference believes that public private partnerships (PPPs) are against the interests of public service workers, of service users and of Wales as a whole, and calls on the Assembly Government to seek alternatives to PPPs in every instance. 

Conference further notes the intention to reduce posts in support functions, to release resources for the “frontline”, and calls on the Assembly Government to ensure that such redeployment of resources does not involve compulsory redundancies.

Fighting fascism
We support the anti-BNP motion from Swansea West CLP:

Conference notes that: the British National Party (BNP) received 27,135 votes in Wales in the European elections of 2004, the BNP gained 800,000 votes across Britain in the European elections, over 90,000 in the London Assembly elections and narrowly missed being elected in several regions; there are now 22 BNP councillors; the BNP has stated its intention to stand 100 candidates in the forthcoming general election.  The BNP has become more active in Swansea West Constituency with regular leafleting, including one attacking the proposed re-development of the former St Andrews Church as an Islamic Centre. There are links between the Swansea Independent Group and elements of the BNP.

Conference believes that: the racist and divisive policies of the BNP pose a threat to all who believe in a fair and democratic society; the overwhelming majority of the electorate abhors the racism and hatred of the BNP; and that the BNP can be defeated where this majority votes. Conference welcomes the statement made by the leaders of all four parties in the National Assembly for Wales during the Euro elections, which read, in part: Wales values all its people, celebrates its diversity, sticks to its inclusive principles and provides a proper and safe refuge for those fleeing persecution in their homelands.  There can be no place in our democratic process for those who seek to incite or encourage, blatantly or covertly, racial hatred, prejudice and discrimination between others.
Conference also notes that the BNP were stopped from gaining any seats in the European Parliament or London Assembly elections after a concerted campaign by Unite Against Fascism saw an increased turnout in those elections.

Conference believes that Labour’s commitment to defeat racism and the extreme right will be crucial in the run up to the general election, where the BNP will be hoping to increase their geographical share of the vote. Conference reaffirms its determination to oppose racism and the extreme right and resolves to campaign against the BNP where they stand in elections. 

Conference resolves to support Unite Against Fascism, formed by the National Assembly Against Racism, the Anti-Nazi League, the TUC, MPs and many other organisations.
WELSH LABOUR GRASSROOTS is a network of Labour activists who campaign for socialist policies and party democracy. Contact us c/o Darren Williams, 2 Wellington Mews, Wellington Street, Cardiff CF11 9BE, tel. 029 20 221943, email: dazza1970@tiscali.co.uk. 
